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 Volunteers from the Tax 
Aide Program of AARP will 
be at the Atlantic City Free 

Public Library to assist the 
community with their tax 
returns. This program is for 

Tax return assistance available for seniors, low-income residents 

Special programs to honor Dr. King, Black History Month 

 Youth ages 11 to 17 are 
invited to the Atlantic City 
Free Public Libraryôs Meet 

the Author program ð fea-
turing urban fiction writer 
Torrey Maldonado ð at 2 
p.m. Saturday, Feb. 23. 
 He wrote Secret Satur-
days, which was selected in 
2011 as an American Library 
Association Quick Pick for 

Reluctant Young Adult 
Readers. His book has also 
been featured on ABC, NBC, 
and CNN. 
 Youth who want to dis-
cuss the book before 
Maldonadoôs arrival can do 

so at 1 p.m. that day. 
 Maldonado grew up in 
the Red Hook projects in 
Brooklyn, where he now 
teaches in the public school 
system. The book is inspired 
by his experiences with city 

schools, fatherlessness and 
poverty. 
 Maldonado will share 
the story of how writing 

Chinese New Year celebration set for Feb. 10 

 The Atlantic City Free 
Public Library will pay trib-
ute to the impact of Dr. Mar-

tin Luther King, Jr., and 
Black History Month at up-
coming programs in January 
and February. 
 First, poets of all ages 
and abilities are invited to 
the Tribute to Dr. King Po-

etry Workshop at 6 p.m. 
Wednesday, Jan. 16. Writer 
and radio host Raymond Ty-

ler will lead the program. 
 Attendees will embrace 
their inner poet ð and the 
spirit of Dr. King ð by writ-
ing about their hopes, 
dreams, wishes and wants. 
 On Saturday, Jan. 19, at 

2 p.m., everybody is invited 
to a special program ð 
Celebrating Dr. Kingôs Leg-

acy. The guest speaker will 
be long-time Atlantic City 
resident and community ac-
tivist Kaleem Shabazz. 
 Shabazz will discuss the 
relevance of Dr. Kingôs phi-
losophy in the age of Presi-

dent Barack Obama. This 
program is for all ages as 
everybody can learn how Dr. 

Kingôs influence has not 
only paved the way for 
President Obama, but led 
him to refer to Dr. King as 
one of his greatest influ-
ences. 
 Shabazz is a board mem-

ber of the American Confer-
ence on Diversity and former 
commissioner of the New 

Jersey Martin Luther King, 
Jr., Commemorative Com-
mission. He was South Jer-
sey Director of the National 
Conference    of     Christians 
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The Atlantic City Free Public Libraryôs Chinese New Year celebration will include music and dance, 
paper folding, and calligraphy and paper cutting on Feb. 10.  

 The Chinese New Year 
2013 ð the Year of the 
Snake ð begins Feb. 10, and 

the Atlantic City Free Public 
Library has scheduled an 
afternoon of programs in 
celebration. 
 The Greater Philadelphia 
Asian Culture Center will 
join in the festivities, which 
will include traditional music 

and dance, calligraphy, paper 
folding and paper cutting. 
 The music and dance 
performance, along with the 
calligraphy, are scheduled to 
begin at 1 p.m. No registra-
tion is required. 

 As part of the libraryôs 
weekly Fun Day Sunday 
schedule, a paper cutting 

program will be held 2 p.m. 
in the Main Libraryôs second
-floor meeting room. Space 

is limited, and registration is 
required. Sign up by visiting 
the Main Libraryôs Youth 
Services Department (second 
floor) or calling (609) 345-
2269, ext. 3050. 
 Participants in this pro-
gram will learn about Chi-

nese paper cutting traditions 
and will create their own 
dimensional snakes. 
 Chinese New Year is 
regarded as the most impor-
tant and longest holiday (15 
days) in China. Chinese New 

Year starts on the first day of 
the lunar calendar, so it is 
also called Lunar New Year. 

Participants can make 
snakes, using Chinese paper 
cutting techniques.  

seniors and low-income resi-
dents of Atlantic County. 
 Those interested in get-

ting help with their tax re-
turns must make an appoint-
ment by calling (609) 677-

8266. 
 AARP will be in the 
Main Libraryôs second-floor 

meeting room on Wednes-
days from 10 a.m.-6 p.m. 
Feb. 13-April 10. 

Author from projects to share 

impact of writing on his life  

saved his life and helped dis-
tract him from the rough re-
alities surrounding him. 

 For more information, 
please call the Youth Ser-
vices Department at (609) 
345-2269, ext. 3050. 

Torrey Maldonadoôs experi-
ence as a youth in the Red 
Hook projects of Brooklyn 
served as the inspiration be-
hind his book ñSecret Satur-
days.ò 

 

 Beginning in January 
2013, the Atlantic City Free 
Public Library will offer the 

Pronunciator online lan-
guage-learning system ð 
and itôs free for all library 
customers. 
 With 60 of the worldôs 
most popular languages, 
and ESL courses in 50 lan-
guages, Pronunciator is fo-

cused on quickly building 
conve rsat ional  sk i l l s 
through a suite of interac-
tive online drills, scored 

New language-learning system available 

quizzes, and downloadable 
audio lessons and phrase-
books. 

 Pronunciator offers five 
possible levels of instruc-
tion for each language, cov-
ering vocabulary, verbs, 
simple sentences, and con-
versation. One level, spe-
cifically for tourists and 
business travelers, teaches 

1,500 essential phrases cov-
ering everyday situations. 
 

CONT. ON PAGE 2 
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PLEASE VISIT THE ATLANTIC CITY FREE PUBLIC LIBRARY ON THE WEB AT WWW.ACFPL.ORG  

 

 

 

THE ATLANTIC CITY 

FREE PUBLIC LIBRARY 

WILL BE CLOSED 

JAN. 1, 21 AND FEB. 12, 18 

Learn about libraryôs audiobook, 

eBook site; try different eReaders  
 The Atlantic City Free 
Public Library is offering 
Introduction to eBooks & 

Audiobooks classes. The 
classes will be held from 3-5 
p.m. Jan. 31 and Feb. 26. 
 Learn how to check out 
eBooks and audiobooks from 
the Atlantic City Free Public 
Libraryôs online eBook and 
audiobook lending website 

ð overdrive.acfpl.org. 
 Those with a tablet, 

 Weekends are a time for 
families to have fun, and that 
holds true at the Atlantic 

City Free Public Library ð 
especially on Sundays. 
 The library offers 
weekly Fun Day Sunday pro-
grams at 2 p.m.  
 The programs are free 
No experience in art is nec-
essary. Since supplies are 

limited, those interested in 
attending must register in 
advance by stopping by the 
Main Libraryôs Youth Ser-
vices Department (second 
floor) or calling (609) 345-
2269, ext. 3050. 

 The programs start at 2 
p.m.; nobody will be admit-
ted after 2:15 p.m. 
Soyal Festival of Purification 
and Renewal: Pahos Prayer 
Sticks  
Sunday, Jan. 6, at 2 p.m. 
The Zuni and Hopi Native 
American tribesô Soyal Cere-
mony is a ritual designed to call 
the sun back from its long winter 
slumber. Prayer sticks are made 
to bless the people, their 
homes, animals and plants, to 
reflect on the past and look 
ahead to the coming year. Par-
ticipants will create their own 
New Years prayer sticks, reflect-
ing their hopes for the coming 
year. Age eight through adult. 
 
Simply Snowman Mosaic  
Sunday, Jan. 13, at 2 p.m. 
Make and take home a fun 
snowman mosaic on canvas. 
Participants will have a hands-
on experience, creating a beau-
tiful mosaic canvas of a winter 
scene. Age eight through adult. 
 
To the Mountaintop: A Mixed 
Media Sculpture  
Sunday, Jan. 20, at 2 p.m. 
On April 3, 1968, Dr. Martin 

Dr. King  
CONT. FROM PAGE 1 
 

and Jews (now known as the 
National Conference for 
Community and Justice). 
 Dr. King will also be the 
focus of a Fun Day Sunday 

program. Families are in-
vited to attend To The 
Mountaintop: A Mixed Me-
dia Sculpture program at 2 
p.m. Sunday, Jan. 20. 
 In 1968, Dr. King deliv-
ered his final speech, known 

as ñIôve Been to the Moun-
taintop.ò Participants will 
make a collective mountain 
sculpture commemorating 
the work of Dr. King. This 
program is age eight through 
adult. Space is limited, so 

registration is required. Call 
(609) 345-2269, ext. 3050, 
or visit the Main Libraryôs 
Youth Services Department. 
 The libraryôs Comic 

Drawing lessons ð held at 
3:30  p.m. Thursdays for 
kids ages 9-17 ð will focus 

on African-American charac-
ters who have been featured 
in comics, cartoons and 
graphic novels. Lessons will 
be held Feb. 7, 14, 21 and 
28. Supplies are provided. 
 People of all ages are 
invited to a potato chip tast-

ing event ð Betcha Canôt 
Eat Just One ð 3:30 p.m. 
Friday, Feb. 8. The tasting 
will be held in recognition of 
George Crum, an African-
American who invented the 
potato chip. Participants will 

 

Pronunciator 
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Each course also has up to 
350 hours of audio lessons, 
which patrons can download 

Fun Day Sunday crafts include 
historical, cultural, seasonal themes 

Luther King delivered his final 
speech, known as ñIôve Been to 
the Mountaintop.ò Using words 
and images from the speech, 
participants will create a collec-
tive mountain sculpture com-
memorating Dr. Kingôs work. 
Age eight through adult. 
 

Celebrate National Puzzle 
Day 
Sunday, Jan. 27, at 2 p.m. 
Design and make your own 
puzzle that you can take home. 
Age eight through adult. 
 
Mardi Gras Masks  
Sunday, Feb. 3, at 2 p.m. 
Mardi Gras and similar carnival 
events are celebrated all over 
the world, with masks forming 
an important part of the tradi-
tional celebrations. Using ordi-
nary materials found around the 
house, participants will create 
their own Mardi Gras mask de-
signs and build them. Age eight 
through adult. 
 

Chinese New Year Celebra-
tion: Paper Cutting  
Sunday, Feb. 10, at 2 p.m. 
Create your own Chinese pa-
per snake. Age eight through 
adult. Please see story on page 
�R�Q�H�� �D�E�R�X�W�� �W�K�H�� �O�L�E�U�D�U�\�¶�V�� �&�K�L�Q�H�V�H��
New Year celebration. 
 

Peace, Love and Hope Col-
lages on Wood  
Sunday, Feb. 17, at 2 p.m. 
Particpants will create a collage 
of peace, love and hope on 
wood. Age eight through adult. 
 

African Shields  
Sunday, Feb. 24, at 2 p.m. 
Celebrate the beauty and tradi-
tion of African tribal designs. 
Participants will learn about and 
make colorful masks to take 
home using simple materials. 
Artist Nancy Leary explains how 
patterns can be identified and 
used creatively. A great project 
for the entire family. Age eight 
through adult. 

to a portable device, or burn 
to CD. Appropriate for chil-
dren as well as adults, Pro-

nunciator is designed to meet 
the language-learning needs 
of the entire community. 
 Stop by the Atlantic City 
Free Public Libraryôs Refer-
ence Department for an in-
troduction to this resource, 
or access it by visiting  the 

libraryôs website ð 
www.acfpl.org ð and click-
ing on the Do Research tab. 

smartphone, or laptop can 
bring it, although none is 
needed to attend. Also, if  

you are thinking about pur-
chasing an eReader, the li-
brary will have several mod-
els for participants to try. 
 To fully participate in 
the class please bring your 
Atlantic City Free Public 
Library card. 

 Call (609) 345-2269, ext. 
3069, for more information. 

vote for their favorites fol-
lowing a reading of ñGeorge 
Crum and the Saratoga 

Chip.ò 
 Participants in the Fun 
Day Sunday Program at 2 
p.m. Feb. 24 will make Afri-
can Shields. Celebrate the 
beauty and tradition of Afri-
can tribal designs. This pro-
gram, designed for ages 

eight and older, is great for 
the whole family. Registra-
tion is required. Call (609) 
345-2269, ext. 3050 to regis-
ter; or, visit the Main Li-
braryôs Youth Services De-
partment.  

What a time we had  
at Winter Wonderland  
 
The City of Atlantic City and Atlantic 
City Free Public Library co -sponsored 
the Winter Wonderland for city chil-
dren ages 3 -12 on Dec. 15 at the Atlan-
tic City Convention Center. The event, 
funded in part by the CRDA, included 
rides, arts and crafts, games, face 
painting and appearances by Santa 
Claus and other special guests.  

 

Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., programs  
 

Tribute to Dr. King Poetry Workshop with special guest Raymond 
Tyler on Wednesday, Jan. 16, at 6 p.m. 

 

Celebrating Dr. Kingôs Legacy with special guest Kaleem Shabazz 
on Saturday, Jan. 19, at 2 p.m. 

 

To the Mountaintop: A Mixed Media Sculpture Program on Sunday, 
Jan. 20, at 2 p.m. (registration is required) 

 Superstorm Sandy hit 
New Jersey on Oct. 29, 
2012,  leaving communities 

throughout the state devas-
tated. Many people have sto-
ries, photos and videos of 
their experience during Hur-
ricane Sandy, and here at the 
Atlantic City Free Public 
Library we are interested in 
documenting your experi-

ence in the storm. Through 
stories, photographs and vid-
eos we will be able to cap-
ture this moment in history 
and share the story of Atlan-

Do you have Sandy photos, videos or stories to share? 
tic City during Hurricane 
Sandy. We will be able to 
help future generations un-

derstand what the commu-
nity of Atlantic City went 
through during this historic 
event. The images will be 
used for research and exhibit 
in the Atlantic City Heritage 
Collections at the Library. 
 If you are interested in 

sharing, submit photos, vid-
eos, or personalized account 
about your Atlantic City ex-
perience during Superstorm 
Sandy to the Atlantic City 

Heritage Collections. Please 
visit the Heston Room or call 
(609) 345-2269, ext. 3062, 

for more information. 
 Also, for those affected 
by Superstorm Sandy, the 
Atlantic City Library has 
compiled a Natural Disasters 
research guide. Itôs available 
on the libraryôs website ð 
www.acfpl.org ð under the 

Do Research tab. The guide 
includes helpful phone num-
bers and links for Sandy vic-
tims, how to donate to relief 
organizations and more. 


